
Atomic Theory and the Description of Nature
The Philosophical Writings of Niels Bohr · Volume I

Niels Bohr

The Philosophical Writings of Niels Bohr, Volume I.

Woodbridge, Conn.: Ox Bow Press, 1987. Reprint of Cambridge

University Press, 1934.



Atomic Theory and the Description of Nature 2

Contents

Introductory Survey 3

Atomic Theory and Mechanics 4

The Quantum Postulate and the Recent Development of Atomic Theory 5

The Quantum of Action and the Description of Nature 6

The Atomic Theory and the Fundamental Principles underlying the De-
scription of Nature 7



Atomic Theory and the Description of Nature 3

Introductory Survey

1929 (with Addendum of 1931)

First published: Atomic Theory and the Description of Nature, Cambridge University Press,

Cambridge 1934, pp. 1–24. doi:10.1016/s1876-0503(08)70341-4

In this edition: Ox Bow Press, 1987, pp. 1–24

https://doi.org/10.1016/s1876-0503(08)70341-4


Atomic Theory and the Description of Nature 4

Atomic Theory and Mechanics

1925

First published: Nature 116 (1925) 845–852. doi:10.1038/116845a0;

doi:10.1016/s1876-0503(08)70533-4

In this edition: Ox Bow Press, 1987, pp. 25–51

https://doi.org/10.1038/116845a0
https://doi.org/10.1016/s1876-0503(08)70533-4


Atomic Theory and the Description of Nature 5

The Quantum Postulate and the Recent Development
of Atomic Theory

1927

First published: Nature (Suppl.) 121 (1928) 580–590. doi:10.1038/121580a0;

doi:10.1016/s1876-0503(08)70334-7

In this edition: Ox Bow Press, 1987, pp. 52–91

https://doi.org/10.1038/121580a0
https://doi.org/10.1016/s1876-0503(08)70334-7


Atomic Theory and the Description of Nature 6

The Quantum of Action and the Description of Nature

1929

First published: Atomic Theory and the Description of Nature, Cambridge University Press,

Cambridge 1934, pp. 92–101. doi:10.1007/bf01505680; doi:10.1016/s1876-0503(08)70339-6

In this edition: Ox Bow Press, 1987, pp. 92–101

https://doi.org/10.1007/bf01505680
https://doi.org/10.1016/s1876-0503(08)70339-6


Atomic Theory and the Description of Nature 7

The Atomic Theory and the Fundamental Principles
underlying the Description of Nature

1929

First published: Atomic Theory and the Description of Nature, Cambridge University Press,

Cambridge 1934, pp. 102–119. doi:10.1007/bf01492422; doi:10.1016/s1876-0503(08)70340-2

In this edition: Ox Bow Press, 1987, pp. 102–119

https://doi.org/10.1007/bf01492422
https://doi.org/10.1016/s1876-0503(08)70340-2

	Introductory Survey
	Atomic Theory and Mechanics
	The Quantum Postulate and the Recent Development of Atomic Theory
	The Quantum of Action and the Description of Nature
	The Atomic Theory and the Fundamental Principles underlying the Description of Nature

